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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE 
AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 

Mr. President and Members of the American Peace Society : 
The Board of Directors chosen at your annual meeting 
in May, 1896, respectfully submit the following report: 

At no time since the founding of the American 
Peace Society sixty-nine years ago has the cause which 
it represents had such a share of public attention and in- 
terest as during the past year. In cooperation with the 
many other agencies at work, we have done what we 
could to bring to consummation the work in which the 
Society has been so long and faithfully engaged. 

MEETINGS OP THE BOARD. 

The Board has held regular meetings every two months 
from September to May at the Society's rooms. The 
meetings have usually been well attended and the dis- 
cussions interesting. We have tried to take advantage 
of all suitable occasions to make the influence of the So- 
ciety felt through the press and otherwise. 

ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING. 

The public meeting held in Huntington Hall on the 
evening of the same day as the annual business meeting 
last May, though not very largely attended, was one of 
unusual interest. Addresses were made by President 
Paine, Dr. Lyman Abbott, Dr. Edward Everett Hale and 
by the president of the meeting, General Francis A. 
Walker, whose recent untimely death we, in common 
with all who knew him, so greatly deplore. President 
Walker had long been one of the vice-presidents of the 
Society. He was deeply interested in the great cause of 
international concord, and condemned in the most em- 
phatic manner what he called the "cheap and vulgar 
jingoism," which would turn our country into an irritable 
and aggressive war power. We desire here to record our 
deep appreciation of the eminent and varied services 
which he rendered to the cause of human progress. A 
full stenographic report of the addresses given at the 
Huntington Hall Meeting was printed in the July Advo- 
cate of Peace, and good reports of it were also given in 
the Boston daily papers. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

We have continued, under the editorial care of the 
Secretary, the publication of the Advocate op Peace 
and the Angel of Peace, three thousand copies of the 
former and two thousand of the latter. Much larger 
editions could have been distributed to great advantage, 
but the state of the finances of the Society did not permit 
any increase. The Advocate has been sent regularly 
during the year to the reading-rooms of all the colleges, 
universities and theological seminaries in the country, to 
a considerable number of Y. M. C. A.'s in the larger 
cities, to many public libraries, and to ministers and 
other leaders of public opinion. The means for sending 
these copies has been furnished through contributions 
from Benevolent Funds, Peace Associations and Com- 
mittees, and from private individuals interested in the 
cause. 

GENERAL LITERATURE. 

We have kept on hand, for sale and for free distribu- 
tion, supplies of more than thirty different kinds of 
pamphlets, tracts and reports, treating of various phases 
of the subject of peace and arbitration, and also of stand- 



ard works like Dymond's " Essay on War," Sumner's 
" True Grandeur of Nations," the Baroness von Suttner's 
" Lay Down Your Arms," etc. The demand for peace 
literature, especially recent documents, reports of Con- 
ferences, etc., has been large, particularly on the part of 
young men and women in the colleges and schools. 
The funds at our command are not at all adequate to the 
needs in this direction, as a large amount of the literature 
has to be furnished gratuitously. 

PUBLIC WORK. 

Members of the Board together with other members of 
the Society, at the invitation of Mr. Smiley, attended 
and took part in the Second Annual Conference on Inter- 
national Arbitration held at Lake Mohonk in June last, 
President Paine being called upon to preside the last day, 
when Senator Edmunds was called away. In addition to 
his editorial and office duties, the Secretary has during 
the year contributed articles to papers and magazines and 
given a number of public addresses on peace and arbitra- 
tion, two of these on " The Federation of the World " 
being lectures before the faculty and students of Mead- 
ville Theological Seminary, on the Adin Ballou founda- 
tion for the promotion of Practical Christian Sociology. 

CONGRESSES AND CONFERENCES. 

The year has been remarkable for the number and ex- 
cellence of congresses and conferences held to promote 
international justice and peace. The Conference in June 
at Lake Mohonk, already alluded to, was the most re- 
markable meeting of the kind ever held in this country. 
In its personnel were able statesmen and diplomats, 
judges and jurists, editors, clergymen, college presidents, 
professors, publicists, business men, etc. It was pre- 
sided over by the distinguished ex- Senator Edmunds. 
The speeches and discussions were of an exceptionally 
high order. 

The Universal Peace Congress held its seventh annual 
meeting in Buda-Pesth, Austro-Hungary, from the 17th 
to the 2 2d of September, during the time of the Hungarian 
Millenial Exposition, No representatives of the American 
Peace Society were present at the Congress, the Secre- 
tary being unable at the time to go abroad. The Con- 
gress was attended by delegates from more than a hun- 
dred peace associations. It was presided over by the 
distinguished Austrian General Tiirr, who has for years 
devoted himself assiduously to the cause of European 
peace. It was noteworthy as being the first gathering of 
the kind ever held so far east in Europe. It was received 
with great courtesy by both the national and the munici- 
pal authorities, and its proceedings were well reported in 
the local and the national press. 

Immediately following the Congress, the Interparlia- 
mentary Peace Conference was held for three days in the 
same city, giving its chief attention to the subject of an 
international tribunal of arbitration. It was presided 
over by the Speaker of the Hungarian Lower House, its 
sessions being held in the Senate Chamber, or House of 
Magnates. Two hundred and fifty delegates were pres- 
ent from the peace groups in the different European 
parliaments, the largest number ever present at one of 
the Conferences of the Union. This body grows in num- 
bers and influence each year and now constitues one of 
the most powerful anti-war forces in Europe. . 

To these important gatherings must be added the meet- 
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ing of the Institute of International Law at Venice later 
in the autumn. 

THE PEACE SOCIETIES. 

The peace societies continue to grow in number and 
strength in nearly all parts of Europe, especially in Ger- 
many, where more than a dozen new associations have 
been organized during the past year. They have carried 
on their propaganda with great energy and perseverance, 
through their special organs, through the general press, 
by means of courses of public lectures, and of special 
meetings and conferences. No less than fifteen papers, 
devoted exclusively to the interests of peace, are now 
published in Europe, in seven different languages. The 
peace societies in this country have done their work the 
past year with vigor and faithfulness. 

THE PEACE BUREAU. 

The Peace Bureau at Berne continues to serve efficiently 
as a means of intercommunication between the Societies, 
and of executing the enactments of the Peace Congresses. 
Under the judicious management of its efficient and inde- 
fatigable Secretary, Mr. Ducommun, it has become a 
recognized centre of influence. At the meeting of the 
Society of the Bureau at Buda-Pesth last autumn Secre- 
tary Trueblood was re-elected a member of the Bureau 
Commission. 

PEACE STJKDAT. 

The Sabbath before Christmas was again observed this 
year as Peace Sunday. The observance of the day, 
which has heretofore been confined to Great Britain and 
the United States, is gradually extending to the Conti- 
nent of Europe, where a number of Protestant pastors 
made it this year the occasion of special instruction to 
their congregations in the principles of good-will and 
peace. 

PARLIAMENTARY ACTION. 

Significant among the events of the year indicating the 
steady growth of opposition to war, we are pleased to 
mention the action of both the Austrian and the German 
parliaments. Neither of these bodies has ever before 
taken any action favoring even the principle of arbitra- 
tion. But recently, under the influences brought to bear 
by the peace societies and the members of the Interparlia- 
mentary Union, both of them have not only declared in 
favor of the principle, but they have also by resolution 
asked their respective governments to consider the ques- 
tion of negotiating permanent treaties of arbitration with 
other governments. The action of these two parliaments, 
which have heretofore been two of the strongholds of 
militarism, can not be overestimated as indicating the 
immense gain recently made by the peace movement. 
The Belgian parliament, which has more than once de- 
clared in favor of the principle of arbitration, has also 
recently gone a step further and voted with unanimity in 
favor of a permanent arbitral system among the civilized 
nations. Furthermore, the German parliament a short 
time ago squarely refused to vote the credits asked by 
the Emperor in order to greatlv enlarge the navy, and the 
Danish Chamber has declined to allow the sums demanded 
by the government to increase the fortifications around 
Copenhagen. 

CASES OF ARBITRATION. 

The year has added a number to the list of interna- 
tional disputes settled by arbitration or referred for 
settlement. The "Costa Rica Packet" case between 



Great Britain and Holland has been decided (March 1, 
1897) in favor of the former. 

The Mixed Commission to determine the amount of 
damages due to Canadian sealers, under the Paris award 
closed its sittings at Victoria, B. C, on Feb. 1, this 
year, but their decision has not yet been announced. 

The frontier difficulty between the Argentine Republic 
and Chili, referred in 1896 to arbitration is still pending, 
Queen Victoria having been chosen as final arbitrator, in 
case one is needed. 

A case between Great Britain and Colombia referred in 
1896 to three arbitrators is likewise still pending. 

The Trinidad question between Great Britain and 
Brazil was, through the good offices of Portugal, dis- 
posed of on the 1st of September last, Great Britain re- 
nouncing all claims to the island. 

The long standing boundary dispute between Great 
Britain and Venezuela, which last year created so much 
disturbance between this country and England, has finally 
been put into the hands of an able board of arbitrators, 
a convention to this effect having been signed by the 
United States and Great Britain on the 12th of Novem- 
ber last, and a subsequent one by Great Britain and 
Venezuela on the 2d of February. The two countries 
have since resumed diplomatic relations. It is matter of 
profound gratification that this dispute which at one time 
threatened the peaceful relations of the two great English- 
speaking nations has thus been put into the way of peace- 
ful solution. 

On the 30th of January last Mr. Olney and Sir Julian 
Pauncefote signed a convention referring the Alaska 
boundary dispute to a Commission of four members who 
are to hold their sittings on the case in London and 
Washington. 

France and Brazil have just come to an agreement to 
refer to arbitration their dispute over the boundary be- 
tween Brazil and French Guiana, a dispute involving a 
larger territory than that in question between Great 
Britain and Venezuela. 

The mere statement of these cases, scarcely known to 
the general public, is sufficient proof of the immense gain 
which the cause of arbitration is making. 

CENTRAL AMERICAN AND AUSTRALIAN FEDERATION. 

Two recent occurrences of considerable importance as 
showing the pacific tendency of our day are the establish- 
ment of the Greater Republic of Central America and 
the movement now in progress for the federation of the 
British colonies in Australasia. 

THE ANGLO-AMERICAN TREATY. 

The great event of the year, in the international peace 
movement, was the negotiation by Mr. Olney and Sir 
Julian Pauncefote of the treaty of arbitration between 
this country and Great Britain. When this treaty was 
signed on the 11th of January, there was an outburst of 
satisfaction and approval both in this country and Great 
Britain which was well-nigh universal. The thoughtful, 
Christian people of both lands, through the press and 
otherwise, gave their unqualified support to the conven- 
tion. The President of the United States and the Queen 
of Great Britain both expressed their strong desire that 
it should be ratified and go into effect without delay. It 
was reasonably to have been expected that a measure so 
strongly and generally supported, which gave promise 
of so much advancement to civilization, would have been 
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promptly ratified and proclaimed to the world. Least 
of all was opposition to have been expected in the Sen- 
ate of the United States. As soon as opposition devel- 
oped in the Senate, our Board, individually and collect- 
ively, in common with many other agencies, did what it 
could to bring public sentiment to bear in favor of ratifi- 
cation. At the meeting of the Board in January a strong 
memorial was drawn up and forwarded to the Senate, 
officially signed by the President and Secretary of the 
Society. 

But all efforts to save the treaty have failed. After 
being amended almost beyond recognition, it was finally 
killed when the vote was taken on the 5th instant, a day 
which ought hereafter to be counted among the dark days 
in our national life. It has been a painful spectacle to 
see the wishes and high purposes of two great peoples 
thus thwarted by the selfish prejudices and unworthy 
dislikes of a mere handful of men in power. 

But the cause of arbitration is not lost. It has re- 
ceived a severe blow. It has been wounded in the house 
of its friends. It has been discredited before the world 
by the seeming desertion of its greatest champion. But 
it is not dead. Our country has not proven false to itself. 
It has been misrepresented, betrayed. The cause of 
arbitration is stronger in our country to-day than ever 
before. Its friends are more numerous. The trial 
through which it has passed has greatly strengthened it 
in their affections. 

The duty of the members of this Society, which has so 
long championed the cause, and of all the friends of 
peace throughout the land, is at the present hour per- 
fectly clear. No backward step must be taken. There 
must be no halting, no air of defeat. The movement for 
an Anglo-American treaty must be at once renewed 
with increased vigor and courage, and the principles of 
justice, love and peace, for which the Society stands, 
must be spread abroad through the earth by every means 
at command. Even if this treaty had stood, there would 
still have remained an immense work to do. Various 
events of the year indicate that the spirit of injustice, 
hatred and strife are still dominant in many parts of the 
world. 

THE CUBAN WAR. 

The insurrection against Spanish misrule in Cuba has 
continued through the year. All the efforts of Spain to 
suppress it have so far failed. The island lies in waste, 
and there is suffering and starvation in many parts of it. 
Our government has continued its policy of non-interfer- 
ence in the matter, wisely, as we think, when all the in- 
terests involved are taken into account. 

THE REBELLION IN THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Another insurrection against Spanish authority has 
been in progress in the Philippine Islands, the merits of 
which it is difficult at this distance to determine. The 
latest reports indicate that this insurrection has about 
exhausted itself and must soon come to an end. 

THE SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

The situation in South Africa at the present time is far 
from hopeful. The evil effects of the Jameson raid on 
the Transvaal, under what has proved to be the direct 
authority of the Governor of the English South African 
colonies, have not disappeared. The present attitude of 
England toward the Dutch colonies seems to be inexcus- 
ably belligerent, and may at any time produce an open 



rupture with the Transvaal and the Orange Free State 
which have recently entered into a federation. The 
Transvaal government and the British are both preparing 
for war. The course of the British Colonial Secretary is 
strongly opposed in the House of Commons by the 
Liberal leaders. 

THE GRAECO-TURKISH WAR. 

Most discouraging of all the events of the year is the 
war recently broken out suddenly and unexpectedly 
between Greece and Turkey; because it touches so 
closely those European questions and dispositions which 
render a great and disastrous conflict always imminent 
and mock all hope of an early coming of the era of good- 
will and peace. The causes of the war were not simply 
Greek love of liberty and right, coupled with an almost 
insane rashness ; not simply the selfish, meddlesome, 
vacillating and incoherent course of the powers ; nor 
again the long-continued cruel, fanatical and loathsome 
atrocities of the Turk. Deeper than all these proximate 
causes is the selfish, greedy, exclusive, barbarous spirit 
which rules everywhere in European international politics, 
which has spread its blight everywhere. Greece and 
Turkey share in this spirit each in its own way. The 
friends of peace must not stop with merely superficial 
criticism. They must go to the root of the matter. They 
must demand with ever greater insistence a radical 
change of spirit. The public sentiment already forming 
in Europe in favor of such a new spirit must be stimu- 
lated until it grows into a controlling force. Not till this 
is done will the danger of wars cease and such questions 
as the Cretan and the Armenian become easy of solution. 

GROWTH OP ARMAMENTS. 

There is no immediate prospect of a cessation in the 
growth of European armaments. England continues to 
increase her war fleet. France has determined to enter 
upon a large and costly extension of her navy. The Ger- 
man government also seems determined to bring the Ger- 
man navy up to a first class sea power, though temporarily 
defeated in its purpose by the Reichstag. China and Ja- 
pan are both steadily adding to their navies. The United 
States also is now in the full tide of naval extension, the 
burdensome and dangerous outcome of which both the 
government officials and the people seem unwilling to see. 

DARKNESS AND LIGHT. 

While the light of the coming peace is steadily growing 
brighter, the darkness of ill-will and strife is still very 
deep. There is much in the events of the year for which 
we may be profoundly thankful, but there is also much 
to deplore. There remains before the members of this 
Society and all kindred organizations enough to be done 
to call forth their most earnest and patient efforts, and 
their highest devotion to God and to duty. Righteousness 
and peace will some day reign in the earth, but only as 
faithful men and women labor and pray for their coming. 

By order of the Board of Directors, May 12, 1897. 

Benjamin F. Trueblood, Secretary. 



OPINIONS ON THE DEFEAT OF THE ARBITRA- 
TION TREATY. 

THE INDEPENDENT. 

The Senate has killed the Arbitration treaty. Its ac- 
tion is exasperating. It would have been discouraging, 
too, if arbitration itself were killed. The principle lives, 



